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By TERI M. FLORES
Correspondent

Good food and 
good com-
pany are what 
unforgettable 
m e m o r i e s 

are made of and this is ex-
actly what the Crowne plaza 
resort saipan is looking to 
create for its guests this holi-
day season.

the recently opened re-
sort is continuing a legacy of 
being the place where local 
families and friends gather 
together for special occa-
sions, most especially during 
the holiday season.

At the terrace, which is the 
resort’s main dining facility, 
the culinary team has pre-

Favorites featured this Yuletide at Crowne Plaza Resort Saipan

pared a holiday spread that 
features international dishes 
alongside local favorites for 
its Christmas eve and Christ-
mas day Brunch and din-
ner feasts.

Building on its reputa-
tion of featuring the best 
marinated and smoked meat 
and seafood, the terrace’s 
Christmas eve and Christ-
mas day Brunch and dinner 

features local favorites that 
include a whole kahlua pig 
and smoked aged Certified 
Angus Beef tomahawk with 
truffle glaze. A wide variety of 
international dishes, includ-

ing Mediterranean-inspired 
spanish fried rice—”paella 
negra”—salmon in aspic, and 
for the kids, pizza in teglia will 
be some of the highlights of 
this Yuletide feast.

Christmas eve and Christ-
mas day dinner buffets will 
be open from 5:30pm to 
9:30pm. dinner is $65 for 
adults and $25 for children 
between 4 to 11 years old. 
Christmas day Brunch is 
open from 11am until 2pm 
and is $75 for adults and $25 
for children between 4 to 11 
years old.

For those who want to un-
wind while watching saipan’s 
famed sunsets, the Mari Bar 
is hosting a holiday season 
happy hour. patrons get a 
25% discount on all bever-
ages, daily from 5pm to 7pm. 
this is available until dec. 30.

reservations can be made 
by calling (670) 234-6414 or 
visit the resort’s website at 
saipan.crowneplaza.com. 
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By LEIGH GASES
leigh_gases@saipantribune.com
Correspondent

’T is really is the season to be 
jolly as holiday deals have 
arrived aplenty! Give your 
loved ones or treat your-
selves to presents or feasts 

to remember without wrecking your budget 
by going over a selection of holiday shopping 
season deals. Hurry up, take advantage of 
these deals before they run out, and don’t be 
a last-minute shopper!

Joeten Shopping Center
From dec. 14 to Christmas day, dec. 25, enjoy 
Joeten shopping Center’s 12 days of Christ-
mas sales event on 12 selected items at their 

specified stores. discounts and deals are avail-
able on different items daily, including U.s. 
smoked picnic Ham, southern Comfort tradi-
tional eggnog, U.s. Fresh Christmas trees, U.s. 
XL Fresh eggs 1 dozen, Honeydew, Allegra 
Assorted pasta 1lb., Libby’s Vienna sausage 
4.6oz., Libby’s pumpkin solid 29oz., Jiffy Foil 
pan 3Ct., bicycles, sumire Calrose rice #44, 
BH cooking pot 8.5qt., Butterball, nobrest, 
Jennie-o Whole turkey, U.s. Choice Chill Beef 
skirt steak, oster Blender 2 in 1 20oz., Assort-
ed Arizona Juices and teas 23oz., and Ace of 
diamonds tuna, 7oz.

MG Mall 
stuck on what to buy this Christmas? Make 
your way to MG Mall in Chalan piao beside the 

Holiday shopping deals are here!

See Holiday on Page 22

Crowne Plaza Resort Saipan

L E T  U S  G I V E  L O V E

Garapan: Tel: (670) 233-4519/20      Sun - Wed 6am - 10pm,  Thurs - 6am - 2am,   Fri - Sat - 24 hrs  
Susupe:   Tel: (670) 235-5379/80      6am - 10pm daily
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Hopwood Middle School for 
great deals, with 10% off on 
all items and up to 70% off on 
select items. Free gift wrap-
ping is available. Warehouse 
clearance sale lasts from 5pm 
until 8pm on Dec. 16, 17, 22, 
23, and 24. Call (670) 235-
0072 for more information or 
visit the store at Chalan Piao 
next to Gold Ribbon. 

Crowne Plaza Re-
sort Saipan
Have you tried out the new-
ly opened Crowne Plaza Re-
sort Saipan yet? Now is your 

chance to try it out with 
family on Christmas Eve 
with a scrumptious lunch 
buffet at The Terrace Res-
taurant from 11am to 2pm 
for $40 and 50% off chil-
dren ages 4 to 11. For the 
Christmas Eve dinner, stop 
by from 5:30pm to 9:30pm 
for $64 and $25 per child. 
On Christmas Day, swing 
by The Terrace Restaurant 
again for a brunch buf-
fet from 11am to 2pm for 
$75 and $25 per child. For 
Christmas dinner, it’s $65 
and $25 per child starting at 
5:30pm to 9:30pm. Christ-
mas Day lunch and dinner 
are inclusive of selected 
beers, white/red wine, spar-

kling wine, soft drinks, tea 
and coffee. Call (670)234-
6414 for reservations.

Aqua Resort 
Club Saipan
Feast at Aqua Resort Club 
Saipan’s Christmas Eve Din-
ner Buffet from 6pm to 9pm 
for $60 and $30 per child. 
Want dinner and a show? 
Come on down to their Sun-
set BBQ Dinner Show from 
6pm to 8pm, featuring live 
Polynesian Fire Dance Show 
by Tasi & the Ali’is. On Christ-
mas Day, make your way to 
their Christmas Day Brunch 
from 11am to 2pm for $60 
($49 locals) and $30 ($24.50 
locals) per child. For Christ-

Holiday
From Page 20

mas dinner from 6pm to 
9pm, try it out for $60 ($49 
locals) and $30 ($24.50 locals) 
per child as well. Book either 
of these by Dec. 19 for extra 
savings! Try out Christmas at 
Kevin’s on either Christmas 
Eve dinner or Christmas Day 
dinner from 6pm to 10pm, 
for a tasty Chef’s special Holi-
day Set Menu & Wine Flight, 
$100 per person. Call (670) 
322-1232 for reservations.

Hyatt Regency Saipan
Ride a canoe into 2023 at the 
Hyatt Regency Saipan Beach 
on Dec. 31 with free canoe 
rides by 500 Sails from 11am 
to 2pm. For New Year’s Eve 
dinner, head into Giovanni’s 
from 6pm to 9pm for $65 per 
person, or $59 for Club at the 
Hyatt members. It’s inclusive 
of free-flowing beverage 
package of red/white/spar-
kling wine/beer. Count the 
new year down with event 
host Brad Ruszala at the Hyatt 
for the New Year’s Eve Count-
down. Alcohol is available for 
$5 each, which you can chug 
down as you wait for the 
fireworks display over Hyatt 
beach and the hotel. For ev-
ery $25 purchase, bearer gets 
one raffle ticket. VIP tables 
are available for only $180 for 
six persons, inclusive of one 
bottle of sparkling wine, one 
bottle of vodka and mixer 
(cranberry juice, soda; water 
and Coke), six cans of beer, 
nuts, and seven raffle tickets. 
Win fantastic prizes in the 
raffle draws and dance to the 
live music performance by 
the High Tide Band and ex-
hilarating countdown music 
by DJ Big Ken!

Island Skin Solutions
Treat yourself or your loved 
one’s skin with Saipan’s Pre-
mier Medical Spa at Island 
Skin Solutions. Services 
available are Picosecond 
Laser Treatment, Medical-
Grade Chemical Peels, Mi-
croneedling, Hydrafacial, 
Laser Hair Removal, Botox 
& Dermal Fillers, and pro-
fessional skincare products. 
Gift certificates are avail-
able! Text (670) 285-0783 or 
visit their Facebook page, 
Island Skin Solutions, for 
more information. For ap-
pointments call 670-323-
9000, located at the Ma-
rina Heights II building, 
first floor.

Namaste Beautiful 
Salon & Spa
Self-care is always in and now 
more affordable with a 15% 
off all regular services at Na-
maste Beautiful Salon & Spa   
located in Unit 1 USL Bldg., 
on Middle Road, Gualo Rai. 
Savings are valid until Jan. 15, 
2023. Call (670) 233-9642 for 
appointments.

Fuji Aire
Looking to cool your house 
down this holiday season 

and for the coming summer? 
Visit Fuji Aire’s grand opening 
this Sunday, Dec. 17, on Mid-
dle Road, Chalan Laulau. Fuji 
Aire air conditioners, with the 
best quality, two-year full ma-
chine warranty, and five-year 
warranty for compressors, are 
available. Call (670) 235-3288 
for more information.

Dial Rent-to-Own
With a wide range of elec-
tronics, from cell phones, 
televisions, speakers, tablets, 
to video game consoles, you 
are sure to find a gift for your 
tech-savvy friend or family 
member! For more informa-
tion, call (670) 234 RENT on 
Middle Road or (670) 234-
DIAL in Chalan Kanoa.

CK Smokehouse
Steaks? Barbecue? Salad? 
Happy hour? Check out 
CK Smokehouse for your 
smoked meat needs. They 
accept private parties and 
orders of party trays. Busi-
ness hours are from Monday 
through Thursday and Sun-
day from 5pm to 7pm; and 
on Friday and Saturday from 
5pm to 9pm, enjoy the food 
with live music. Call (670) 
234-3331. 

International 
Roller Skates
Let the good times roll at the 
International Roller Skate 
rink in San Antonio. Roll your 
way into the holiday season 
and next year with their op-
eration hours from Tuesday 
to Friday, 5pm to 8pm; one 
session on Saturday and 
Sunday from 2pm to 4pm; 
two sessions from 4:30pm 
to 6:30pm; and three ses-
sions from 7pm to 9pm. Want 
the whole place to yourself? 
They accept private parties, 
with reservations required a 
week in advance. Call (670) 
235-3313 or (670) 235-2560 
or email  saipanwinner15@
gmail.com. Check out their 
Facebook page at Interna-
tional Roller Skates-Saipan, or 
Instagram @rollersk8_saipan. 

Lollipops 
Get the gift your children 
have on their wish list—or for 
those who are kids at heart, 
as you enjoy 10% to 20% off 
clothing and toys from Dec. 
16 to 24. Holiday hours are 
from Monday to Saturday, 
9am to 8pm. Call (670) 234-
8040 for more information.

Girl Talk 
Have a tween girl in your life? 
Take a look at Girl Talk bou-
tique for gift ideas and with 
their 10% to 15% off cloth-
ing and toys from Dec. 16 to 
24, you’re sure to find some! 
Check them out at the FISG 
Bldg., Micro Beach Road, next 
to Poki Yaki. Holiday hours are 
Monday to Saturday, 11am to 
6pm and closed on Sunday. 
Call (670) 233-8050 for more 
information.
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By TERI M FLORES
Correspondent

It’s beginning to look 
a lot like Christmas 
at the Aqua resort 
Club and this year, 
the resort’s food and 

beverage team is pulling out 
all the stops to make sure 
that their Christmas eve and 
Christmas day feasts are the 
events meant to be shared 
and remembered.

ArC Marketing and public 
relations Assistant Manager 
Victoria s. Barnes shares the 
team’s excitement to be offer-
ing festive holiday buffets at 
Costa and Christmas pastries 
and sweets at the Aqua Café. 

“Consistent with previ-
ous years, we again expect 
a great turnout from our lo-
cal community and in-house 
guests for our Christmas eve 
and Christmas day buffets. to 
prepare for this, we crafted 
a menu that features well-
loved dishes including roast 
turkey, Housemade Holiday 
Ham, Grilled striploin, sea-
food on Ice, Free-flowing 
beer and wines, and luscious 
desserts,” said Barnes.

Christmas eve and Christ-
mas day brunch and dinner 
buffets are priced at $60 for 
adults and $30 for children. 
Local residents get a dis-

Christmas at the Aqua Resort Club

counted rate of $49 for adults 
and $24.50 for children. 
those who place a reserva-
tion by dec. 19 get an early 
bird discount, which means 
more savings. Christmas eve 
and Christmas day dinner 
is open from 6pm to 9pm, 
while Christmas day brunch 

is between 11am and 2pm. 
Barnes said there is enough 
seating to comfortably ac-
commodate 150 guests 
at Costa.

For those looking for a 
more intimate and personal 
dining experience, ArC’s fine-
dining restaurant, Kevin’s the 

prime rib & seafood, offers an 
exquisite five-course “Chef’s 
set,” concocted by its new ex-
ecutive chef, Inok Lee. Guests 
can expect specialty dishes 
featuring salmon, oysters, rib-
eye or Lobster, complimented 
by Aniti Wines and a delicious 
dessert cart with siphon Cof-
fee. the Chef’s table at Kevin’s 
is available every thursday and 
sunday from 6pm to 10pm 
throughout december.

Barnes said the ArC team 
is looking forward to mak-
ing their patrons’ holiday cel-
ebrations festive and fun by 
providing them the excellent 
customer service the resort 
is known for,

For reservations, call the 
Aqua resort Club at 322-1234 
and book your table now.
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By TERI FLORES 
Correspondent

A fter two years of 
muted celebra-
tions, Christmas 
this year is get-
ting its mojo 

back as the “most wonderful 
time of the year,” as one carol 
describes this special time. 
With the pandemic behind 
us, a lot of us have gone back 
to full celebratory mode to 
drink a toast to going back 
to “normal,” we know it and 
are used to.

Yet our perspective of 
Christmas and the so-called 
“spirit” of the season has defi-
nitely changed. COVID-19 
was like the Grinch who took 
away the life we thought we 
knew and replaced it with un-
certainties. Before COVID-19 
happened, Christmas was 
predominantly spent antici-
pating the numerous parties, 
get-togethers and the gift-
giving and, most of all, the 
gift receiving. Now that we 
are almost out of the grip of 
this pandemic, the question 
that need to be answered is: 
“Is there more to the tinsel 
and glitter of Christmas?

So, just for the thrill of find-

Give love  on

Boonie Babies Rescue founders, sisters Aria Keilbach, center, and Grace Keilbach, right, are joined 
by volunteers and some of their Boonie Babies rescues. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Saipan Cares for Animals part-
ners Yumi Brundidge, left, and 
Beth Pliscou.

ing out if Google really holds 
the answer to life’s questions, 
I searched what the mean-
ing of Christmas is and, to my 
surprise, one of the results 
describe the lesson of the 
season as a “great time to be 
thankful for the bigger things 
in life. The holidays are a great 
opportunity to give to those 
less fortunate and to talk 
to your kids about   all the 
things they have that they 
are grateful for.” 

This definition reminds 
me of The Gift of Magi, the O. 
Henry Christmas story that 
narrates how a young couple 
gave up their most valuable 

Christmas Day

As what one of the most 
popular Christmas song en-
courages us to do (Give Love 
on Christmas Day), we have 
chosen eight non-profit or-
ganizations who will receive 
a portion of our ad sales from 
this special insert. Benefitting 
from this program are the fol-
lowing organizations:

AUTISM SOCIETY 
OF THE CNMI
The Autism Society of the 
CNMI exists to help increase 
awareness about this devel-
opmental disorder, which af-
fects how a person perceives 

and socializes with others, 
and serves as a resource for 
parents who may be in the 
dark as to what autism spec-
trum disorder is.

Originally, the organization 
started as a support group 
for parents with loved ones 
who’ve been diagnosed with 
autism spectrum disorder. 
While the group now focuses 
more on raising awareness 
about autism, they still con-
tinue to provide resources 
and guidance, which are 
extremely important help 
for families dealing with the 
disorder.

The group relies on do-
nations and hosts yearly 
fundraising events, with its 
keynote event being the AS-
CNMI Quiz Nite. This 501(c)(3) 
non-profit group welcomes 
volunteers who can provide 
new ideas and direction for 
the team. Contact.  Romeo 
Cuellar at autismsocietyc-
mni@gmail.com  

■ ■ ■

SAIPAN CARES 
FOR ANIMAL
Following the destruction of 
Saipan’s animal shelter from 
Typhoon Soudelor in Octo-

See love on Page 27

possessions to buy their first 
Christmas gift for each other. 
As the story shows, we don’t 
need to go to the extreme of 
spending and getting elabo-
rate gifts to spread the joy of 
the season. Why not go back 
to the basics of investing 
more time on things that re-
ally matter—the people we 
hold dear, the friend in need, 
or the community that is al-
ways on the lookout for a vol-
unteer or two to help them in 
their advocacies.

After COVID-19 challenged 
all aspects of our lives, this 
Yuletide season might just be 
the right time to recalibrate 
and rethink what we value 
and deem important. Why 
wait for the New Year to make 
resolutions that make us feel 
good about ourselves? We 
can start now.

■ ■ ■

For this season, we have 
prepared this Christmas 
guide to offer ideas for gift 
giving, places to visit, and 
where you can bring the 
family and loved ones to cel-
ebrate your annual Christmas 
get-together. Most impor-
tantly, we are beginning what 
we hope will become a yearly 
tradition for Saipan Tribune. 
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ber 2015 and the need to as-
sist and shelter displaced ani-

mals, a group of volunteers, 
many of whom were already 
doing work at the mayor’s 
shelter, decided to band to-
gether to form this group. 
With help from Humane So-

ciety International, it visited 
Saipan to train some of the 
volunteers to become vet-
erinary technicians, including 
Beth Pliscou, who later be-
came SCA’s director.

love
From Page 25

SCA opened its Animal 
Care Clinic and Shelter in As 
Gonno in August 2016, and 
then relocated to its Gualo 
Rai home since April 2022. 
The shelter operates as a clin-
ic and, with its “Virtual Shel-
ter” program, allows commu-
nity members to volunteer to 
shelter animals.

Since they are a non-profit 
organization, the biggest 
challenge the group faces on 
a daily basis is how to keep 
the clinic open to the com-
munity. The clinic operates 
on a shoestring budget, with 
revenue generated from fees 
going to animal care, sup-
plies and services, with barely 
nothing left for operations. 
The fee schedule is intended 
to be affordable. No animal 
is denied care and services 
for inability to pay. However, 
pet parents can opt to “pay 
when able.” The SCA depends 
highly on community sup-
port, donations, and grants 
to supplement its services.

The SCA’s two-pronged 
mission is to reduce the stray 
animal overpopulation in the 
CNMI through spaying and 
neutering dogs and cats. SCA 
accomplishes this by adopt-
ing out animals that have 
been sterilized. In addition, 
SCA offers low-cost spay and 
neuter services to the com-
munity, which are provided 
by visiting volunteer veteri-
narians that SCA recruits.

Empowering people in the 
CMI to care for their pets is 
the group’s second goal and 
to meet this, they provide 
education about pet care 
and when they need to be 
taken to SCA.

Clinic doors are open to the 

more information about the 
agency and available volun-
teer work, visit them at 1365 
and 1366 on Navy Hill or call 
322-4303/4304 or send an 
email to ssatur@clicnmi.org  
to schedule an interview. A 
valid photo ID and a police 
clearance is required.

■ ■ ■

BOONIE BA-
BIES RESCUE
Providing access to qual-
ity veterinary services and 
animal-related resources and 
relocating animals out of the 
CNMI with the end goal of  re-
ducing the stray dog and cat 
population on the islands are 
the reasons behind this non-
profit organization. More 
importantly, the group aims 
to foster respect for animal 
life by increasing awareness 
through education. 

The group’s founders, sis-
ters Aria and Grace Keilbach, 
wanted to address and ease 
what they saw was the suffer-
ing stray dogs and cats in the 
CNMI, so they began driving 
around the island feeding 
stray dogs and cats. Eventu-
ally, worldwide help came 
and volunteers from Canada, 
the U.S. mainland and Austria 
fly out regularly to Saipan 
to help meet the organiza-
tion’s goals. To date. 300 
animals have already been 
rescued and rehabilitated by 
the group.

Just recently, Boonie Ba-
bies Rescue was awarded a 
BOOST grant. However, most 
of their funding comes from 
private donations and by 
hosting fundraising events 
such as group walks, pup-
py yoga, beach cleanups, 
among others. These events 
also allow the group to share 
information about animal 
care and their mission to save 
boonies dogs.

The group is always on 
the lookout for volunteers. 
Volunteers help socialize the 
dogs in many fun ways as 
well as assist in the animal’s 
day-to-day care. To keep up-
dated and involved in their 
work, follow the Boonie Ba-
bies Rescue on their social 
media pages on Instagram @
booniebabies, on Facebook 
at Boonie Babies Rescue and 
on TikTok at stay_wavy_baby. 
Simply liking, sharing, and 
commenting on the posts 
goes a long way in helping 
the group increase  aware-
ness and educate the com-
munity about their advocacy.

■ ■ ■

FRIENDS OF THE 
JOETEN-KIYU PUB-
LIC LIBRARY
This non-profit was orga-
nized to promote the con-
tinuous existence and effec-
tiveness of the Joeten-Kiyu 
Public Library to the commu-
nity.  The group holds several 
fundraising events yearly, in-
cluding book sales with pro-
ceeds used to fund different 
library activities.

community for services and 
welcome volunteers who 
work eight hours a day, seven 
days a week. They are always 
looking for volunteers. In fact, 
many high school students 
volunteer and afternoons at 
the clinic often looks like a 
busy youth center.       

■ ■ ■

CENTER FOR LIV-
ING INDEPEN-
DENTLY-CNMI
Established in 2004, this non-
profit agency is dedicated 
toward ensuring the rights of 
people with disabilities to live 
fully integrated into the com-
munity with equal opportu-
nities and choices in life. The 
agency started as a satellite 
office of the Hawaii Center 
for Independent Living. In 
2005, it gained its autonomy 
and became what it is now 
following a successful audit. 
Since then, the CLI-CNMI ac-
quired an IRS 501 (c)(3) status, 
run by and for persons with 
disabilities.

Not many in the communi-
ty are aware of the existence 
of CLI-CNMI and the agency 
hopes to increase awareness 
about their services with the 
community’s help. Individu-
als with disabilities needing 
assistance is growing in num-
ber and one way to help is by 
becoming a volunteer. For 
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