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WELCOME

By NHORLEEN BITCO-LILLES
Special to Saipan Tribune

Summer is over, and 
students are all go-
ing back to school! 
It’s normal for some 

kids to feel a lot of different 
emotions during this time, 
like excitement, nervous-
ness, or even a bit of fear on 
the first day because of all the 
new things happening: new 
teachers, new classmates, and 
maybe even a new school. Go-
ing back to school is an excit-
ing time with lots of chances 
to grow and learn. Students 
get to see friends again, tackle 
new subjects, and join fun ac-
tivities that help them grow. 
Let’s explore what to expect 
when heading back to school 
and what some students and 
teachers are looking forward 
to in the new school year.

THE STUDENTS
“Learning something new! I 
am excited to study Math as 
I find it interesting. I am also 

GOING BACK TO SCHOOL

What are you looking forward to?
doing, some mistakes I made 
that they don’t have to make, 
etc. Some plans I have is to 
participate in science fairs and 
Math Court! Last year, my 
brother, my best friend, and I 
got to travel to LA because of 
the science fair, which was re-
ally fun. I’m looking forward 
to working again with them. 
Also, my Math Court team-
mates both graduated, but 
there are a lot of people who 
I can work with.”—Gwonpil 
Son, incoming senior, Mari-
anas High School

“I am looking forward to 
see my friends again back 
from summer vacation, also 
to experience my last year in 
high school to the fullest.”—
Iver Lilles, incoming senior, 
Marianas High School

“I am looking forward to 
spending my last year of high 
school with the close friends 
I met throughout my journey, 

See WHAT on Page 6

excited for the new soccer 
season, learning new stuff and 
new soccer moves, and win-
ning the PGFC again.”—Kira 
George, incoming 3rd grade, 
Green Meadow School

“I’m excited to try being a 
third grader. I want to study 
hard to get five medals and a 
lot of trophies at graduation.” 
—Colin James, incoming 3rd 
grade, Green Meadow School

“Since school is coming 
back, I am looking forward to 
getting good grades and those 
certificates to make my family 
proud. I am also looking for-
ward to being better at soccer 
and writing better. I am also 
excited for after school for 
learning and doing fun activi-
ties.”—Aiah Bhurn T. Delos 

Santos, incoming 5th grade, 
Garapan Elementary School

“I am expecting the teach-
ers to teach well so the stu-
dents can learn all together 
and study hard to fulfill their 
dreams, and also so I can be-
come the top student in my 
school.”—Jayden Rei Pulido, 
incoming 5th grade

“Since school is coming 
back, I am looking forward 
to my friends being there. I 
haven’t seen them for months 
and 7th grade should be new 
and interesting. I am also cu-
rious to see which teachers 
I’ll like, hoping to get good 
grades and certificates at the 
end of the school year to make 
my family proud. I am excited 
about making new friends in 

7th grade.”—Andy Cielo, in-
coming 7th grade, Hopwood 
Middle School

“I’m expecting to have 
more work this school year 
and that’s not something I am 
excited about but I am looking 
forward to getting into more 
clubs, getting more medals, 
meeting new people, and gain 
more friends.”—Elaia Patri-
cia Silva, incoming 8th grade, 
Hopwood Middle School

“As I enter my first year of 
high school, expectations for 
myself include learning new 
habits to help and improve my 
mental state for my upcoming 
studies. I hope to learn im-
portant skills such as problem 
solving, improve reading and 
writing, public speaking, and 

such. Another expectation I 
have for this upcoming new 
school year would be to make 
new friends.”—Maja Laxa-
mana Diaz, incoming fresh-
man, Marianas High School

“I’m looking forward to 
meeting my friends and being 
with them for one last year. I 
know that we are probably all 
going to go to different col-
leges and it’ll be our last time 
seeing each other for a while, 
so I’m going to enjoy my time 
with them. One goal I have 
is to do great in the college 
admissions process and after 
I’m done with that, I want to 
help out the underclassmen. 
I want to put them in a good 
position before I leave, so I’m 
going to tell them what are 
some things they should be 
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but i am also happy to meet 
new faces! My main goal for 
this school year is to just have 
fun with the people around 
me, it may be the last time i 
would see them for a while, 
so i would hope to cherish the 
time we have left and enjoy it! 
My main plan for this school 
year is to apply to college, and 
others around me are also do-
ing the same. i knew it is go-
ing to be a stressful time, but 
i hope with the support of my 
peers i am able to get through 
it. But generally, i am most 
excited to see everyone again, 

and spend my final year with 
them!”—Jedric Aniciete, 
incoming senior, Marianas 
High School

“going into my 
first year of college 
at NMC, i look for-
ward to exploring 
the responsibilities 
of a young adult as 
i learn to become a 
more independent 
person. as i am enter-
ing a new chapter of 
my life, i hope to grab 
onto as many opportu-
nities that will lead me 
to explore my desired c a -
reer goal of pursuing pharma-
cy. Especially as i plan to go 

off island after my two years 
at NMC, i also plan to prepare 
myself by experiencing the 
campus life, overcoming aca-

demic 
challenges, learning how to 
balance a part time job with 
my classes, and becoming a 

better people person. i can’t 
say i’m scared or excited go-
ing into this school year. rath-

er, i am more excited 
to see what the future 
holds for me.”—
Hana Laxamana 
Diaz, incoming col-
lege freshman tak-
ing Business Man-
agement, Northern 
Marianas College

“One of the main 
things i look for-
ward to is engaging 
in the community 

of New york, one that is of a 
busy urban lifestyle—a big 
change from saipan—and ut-
most ethnic and cultural diver-
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sity. Furthermore, i am excited 
to engage in learning about 
the fundamentals of Computer 
science as well as other class-
es as part of the Liberal stud-
ies program. additionally, one 
of my main goals is to strive 
not only for good academic 
performance in my classes but 
also for good character and 
staying true and humble to my 
upbringing of discipline and 
faith.”— Andrew Nunez, in-
coming first-year student tak-
ing Liberal Studies with an-
ticipated degree in Computer 
Science, New York University

“as i enter my college 
years, i am looking forward to 
becoming more independent 
and exploring new things, like 
trying New york’s famous piz-
za and bagels! in school, i am 
excited to meet a diverse class. 
i know that i will be making 
new friends while still being 
able to meet up with old ones 
in and around New york City. 
i also look forward to experi-
encing a college class, being in 
a huge lecture hall, and getting 
to play with cool machines. i 
know that my next four years 
will bring unexpected yet ex-
citing experiences.

in college, i hope to develop 
my personal skills, particular-
ly in time management. that 
way, i can diversify my col-
lege experience while keeping 
up with my studies, like pick-
ing up a new hobby, maintain-
ing my physical health, or 
even securing a research posi-
tion or internship opportunity, 
which are some other goals of 
mine. i am looking to major in 
Earth & Environmental Engi-
neering, though i remain open 
to exploring other engineer-
ing disciplines.”— Joseph 
Jimenez, incoming fresh-
man, Columbia University

“Coming back to school, 
i’m most looking forward 
to being immersed in a com-
munity that flourishes in hard 
work and dedication. this 
year my goals are to pass all 
my classes and join a club 
wherein i can showcase my 
abilities as well as learn from 
my peers.”—Raeka Lantin, 
incoming 2nd year nursing 
student, Northern Marianas 
College

“this year, i’m really excit-
ed about diving into strategic 
management and leadership 
courses. i’m looking forward 
to tackling real-world prob-
lems through case studies 
and group projects. it’ll also 
be great to connect with in-
dustry professionals through 
networking events and intern-
ships, which i think will re-
ally help me apply what i’m 
learning in a practical way.”—
Christine Hayag, incoming 
3rd year Business Manage-
ment student, Northern Mar-
ianas College

THE EDUCATORS
“this coming school year, i 
am looking forward to the op-
portunity to grow and learn 
from my new students. i’m 
excited to tackle new math 
challenges together, turning 
those complex problems into 
moments of discovery and 
achievement. i aim to explore 

See WHAT on Page 7
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each subject deeply and create 
meaningful learning experi-
ences by connecting the les-
sons to real-life situations. My 
goal is to go beyond textbook-
based teaching and bring les-
sons to life through practical, 
challenging, and engaging 
activities. I hope to build my 
new students’ skills and con-
fidence while also enhancing 
my own teaching abilities.”—
Salma Cegales Lapuz, educa-
tor, Green Meadow School

“Agape Christian School 

welcomes back a brand-new 
school year filled with bound-
less possibilities, growth, and 
excitement as the school con-
tinues to encourage talents, 
unleash potential, and help 
students be the people god 
wants them to be in Sy 2024-
2025.”—Pastor Kok H. Pang, 
administrator, Agape Chris-
tian School

“I’m excited to enhance our 
learning environment with 
new programs and technol-
ogy, such as our 3d printer 
and expanded STEM curricu-
lum. I look forward to foster-
ing strong relationships with 
parents and the community 
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while maintaining our com-
mitment to academic excel-
lence and Christian values. 
Saipan SdA School offers a 
high-quality education with 
the North American division 
Standards, ensuring students 
receive the same education as 
in the American mainland. We 
provide a holistic education, 
incorporating academics, arts, 
physical education, and spiri-
tual growth. This year, we’re 
introducing a golf club, a ping 
pong club, and ukulele les-
sons for all students.”— Pas-
tor Yeon Ho Song, principal, 
Saipan SDA School

“As an educator, expecta-
tions for upcoming the new 

school year is to focus on 
preparation for student sup-
port that is centered on each 
individual’s needs. Services 
for my program are provided 
at settings, including home, 
private daycare, and Head 
Start centers. I look forward 
to learning and collaborat-
ing from teacher colleagues, 
students, and parents. It is 
important to create an envi-
ronment where we can all 
enjoy learning together. Team 
communication and safety for 
all children are top priority.—
Rose Laxamana Diaz, Early 
Childhood Special Educa-
tion Related Service provider, 
PSS Early Childhood Special 
Education Program

“Every new school year is 
such an exciting time for me 
as a professor! I am always 
looking forward to seeing my 
returning students as well as 
meeting the new students who 
have joined our program. As 
a professor in NMC’s School 
of Education program under 
the Rehabilitation and Human 
Services concentration, my 
students are simply the best! 
They’ve chosen this program 
in counseling and human ser-
vices because they have such 
huge hearts and want to give 
back or advocate for the seg-
ments of our population who 
are underserved—especially 
those who are at-risk or strug-
gling with mental health is-

sues. My students’ passion for 
this work continues to inspire 
me to be a better educator be-
cause I want to see them suc-
ceed. If I can be even a small 
part of their academic journey 
and guide them to be their best 
selves, that is so fulfilling for 
me. If any of our community 
members who want to fur-
ther their education, have a 
natural helping nature, or are 
great listeners, come see me 
at NMC! There is still time to 
register and join our fantastic 
Proa family for the Fall 2024 
semester!”—Dr. Beylul Solo-
mon, Professor, Northern 
Marianas College, School of 
Education-Rehabilitation & 
Human Services
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Back-to-school budgeting blues? Make a plan 
of action before buying supplies, clothes

It’s August, which means millions of American schoolkids are 
planning or already heading back to school. 
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By TARA WANDTKE
The Kansas City Star

Even though the temperatures 
are still soaring, the end of sum-
mer is the perfect time for par-
ents to start budgeting for back-
to-school shopping. Outside of 
the holidays, back-to-school 
shopping is often the most ex-
pensive time of the year.

CommunityAmerica can 
provide you with all the in-
formation and help you need 
to navigate the back-to-school 
season, including tips and 
tricks on how to save money 
on school supplies.

Shop your drawers first
There’s something about a 

fresh box of crayons that 
makes the start of another 
school year feel real. For some 
of your other supplies, it is im-
portant to take a hard look at 
what is necessary to purchase 
new, as many things can be 
reused. you probably have a 
drawer full of pens and pen-

See BLUES on Page 12
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cils that can be carried over 
to next year, and the same 
goes for lightly used binders 
or notebooks.

While your child might want 
all-new, shiny supplies, you can 
save money by reusing certain 
items. unless otherwise stated 
by the school, it’s not necessari-
ly true that your kid needs a new 
backpack, calculator, or usB 
drive for the new school year, as 
these things can often last many 
years. this could also be a good 
time to teach your little ones a 
lesson in saving and taking care 
of their personal items through-
out the year.

Budget first, buy 
second
there are plenty of things that 
can’t be reused and need to be 
purchased new. While many 
schools will send out school 
supply information as soon as 
they can, contact your child’s 
school and request a list of 
what your child will need 
ahead of time so you can start 
putting together a budget.

Once you have a good idea 
of how much you need to 
spend on school supplies 
and what will be purchased, 
start researching. you might 
find better deals online or at 
a bulk retailer for basic sup-
plies like paper or pens, es-
pecially if you have multiple 
kids to provide for.

Dress to impress
a newly updated wardrobe is 
a must for many kids before 
they step back into the class-
room, especially if they’ve hit 
a growth spurt. Late summer 
and early fall are great times 
to shop for those first-day-of-
school outfits.

as quickly as kids grow, 
it might be tough for you to 
pull the trigger on new, brand-
name clothing. instead, hit 
your nearest thrift store before 
stopping by the mall, or even 
check out Walmart or target. 
You can find great deals on 
brand-name clothes for your lit-
tle ones, and you won’t feel like 
you’re wasting money since 
they’re going to outgrow them 
before the year is up anyway.

Back-to-school ads will 
flood your inbox soon, but 
don’t ignore them, along with 
other junk mail. instead, use 
them to get an idea of current 
costs and start preparing your 
school supplies budget. think 
of it as setting a good example 
for the kids: Even Mom and 
dad must do homework.

If you have questions about 
creating a budget for back-
to-school or your financial 
picture in general, make a free 
appointment with one of Com-
munityAmerica’s Financial 
Well-Being Coaches. You do 
not need to be a member to use 
their services.

BLUES
From page 9
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